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CHARMINAR

Charminar is always on the top of the mind of any
tourist visiting Hyderabad . To say that Charminar is
a major landmark in the city is to state the obvious,
to repeat a cliché. The great monument is a synonym
for Hyderabad and the pivot around which the glory
and history of the city have developed. To imagine
this 400-year-old city without Charminar is to imag-
ine New York without the Statue of Liberty or
Moscow without the Kremlin. Built by Mohammed
Quli Qutub Shah in 1591, shortly after he had shifted
his capital from Golkonda to what now is known as
Hyderabad . this beautiful colossus in granite, lime,
mortar and, some say, pulverised marble. was at one
time the heart of the city. This great tribute to aes-
theties looks sturdy and solid from a distance but as
one moves closer, it emerges as an elegant and roman-
tic edifice proclaiming its architectural eminence in
all its detail and dignity. Apart from being the core of
the city’s cultural milieu, it has become a brand

naimme.

Charminar is a squarish structure with four towers in the four corners of the square, each of
whose sides is 20 metres in length. Fvery side opens into a plaza through giant arches, which
overlook four major thoroughfares and dwarf other features of the building except the mina-
rets. Fach arch is 11 metres wide and rises 20 metres to the pinnacle from the plinth. The min-
arets soar skywards by 24 metres from the roof of Charminar. Fach minaret has four storeys,
each looking like a delicately carved ring around the minaret. Some Anglophiles call Charmi-
nar the Are de Triomphe of the Fast. From the ground to the apex. the minarets cover a length

of 48.7 metres.
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